, it is sufficiently sensitive to indicate all hepatic functional disorders which are of clinical significance.
%>art from Quick's (1931 Quick's ( , 1933 Quick's ( , 1935 Quick's ( , 1936 numerous investigations, the reliability of this test was confirmed by Snell (1935) , Snell and Magath (1938) , Probstein and Londe (1940) (Snapper and Griinbaum, 1924 The importance of accompanying bacterial toxins in the development of amoebic lesions in the liver of cats was pointed out by Cleveland and Collier (1930) and Cleveland and Sanders (1930) [Aug., 1944 protoplasmic toxicity, acts as a general intestinal disinfectant, preventing the further production of bacterial toxins by inhibiting bacterial growth. Although this unspecific emetine effect is desirable in amoebic dysentery, it would be a serious mistake to make use of it in non-amcebic intestinal infections, which could be cured by far less toxic drugs or even without drugs.
The assumption that bacterial toxins are responsible for the functional liver damage found in amoebic dysentery is in accord with the experience that such toxins substantially' contribute to the development of cirrhosis in experimental animals (Moon, 1932 , cf. Boyd, 1940 and conforms well to the opinion, expressed by Megaw (Manson-Bahr, 1940) and Gibbons, (Manson-Bahr, 1940) , that infantile biliary cirrhosis is caused by intestinal toxins (bacillary dysentery or a toxin of gastric origin). Our findings also provide a firmer base for the theory that the frequent occurrence of portal cirrhosis in South India, the Dutch East Indies, etc., appearing independently of alcohol consumption and syphilis, is due to the absorption of toxins from the large intestines in chronic bacillary or in amoebic dysentery (Strong, 1942 (Strong, loc. cit.) . Brown and Hodgson (1938) 
